A fraudster to appear in court today for fraud and extortion associated with offering job opportunities, houses and
tenders: Duma warns other criminals

Media and Public Statement by the MEC for Transport and Human Settlements, Siboniso Duma.
14 January 2026

Inkosi Mhlabunzima Maphumulo House: We wish to commend the Department of Human Settlement’s Anti-Fraud and
Corruption Investigating Team for acting swiftly to ensure the arrest of a fraudster.

A female criminal promised unsuspecting members of the public job opportunities, houses and tenders for the
construction of houses.

She was arrested and indicted with six counts of fraud. Today she is appearing in court as per the following schedule:
Date: 14 January 2026

Time: 09h00

Venue: Ubombo Magistrates Court (Umkhanyakude District Municipality)

Last year | was inundated with calls from community leaders and ordinary members of society after this individual claimed
to represent the department. She demanded money in exchange for jobs in the department.

In addition, the scammer approached service providers and companies in the construction sector, claiming they had been
awarded construction tenders.

She demanded upfront payments or a processing fee.
At some stage, this fraudster impersonated the department’s Chief Operations Officer Mr. Thulani Bhengu.

Following a sterling work involving the Department of Human Settlement’s Anti-Fraud and Corruption Investigating Team
and the South African Police Service, this fraudster was arrested and indicted with six counts of fraud.

The matter was due to be tried in Ubombo Magistrate Court on 24 November 2025, but the court could not proceed due
to the absence of the accused's legal representatives.

We wish to remind unsuspecting members of the public to be aware of fraudsters who are posing as department officials.
You should not pay money for any job, tender, or to jump the queue for an RDP house.
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